Thank you for your coments George, | could nt agree nore. As the

i medi ate past president of the National Fire Protection Association
and now President Emeritus and Special Assistant to the President of
NFPA, | know how hard you and your staff worked to make NFPA the world
| eader in the devel opment of fire and |life safety codes and standards.
This is evidenced by NFPA's 300 codes and standards, and the nore than
250 NFPA committees, each of which represents a bal ance of affected

i nterests.

Thr ough t he NFPA open consensus process, these codes and standards
represent a true national consensus of fire and safety officials and
i ndustry experts throughout this nation

Thanks to your |eadership, we now have the world's first ANSI-
Accredi ted Buil ding Code, NFPA 5000 Buil ding Construction and Safety
Code.

As you may know, NFPA 5000 is the only nodel building code in the
nation to require that Photolum nescent Exit Signs be listed in
accordance with UL 924, Standard for Energency Lighting and Power
Equi prent. ( Sec.

11.10.7)

As a retired Lt. General in the United States Air Force, | know you
will agree with the Menmorandum fromthe O fice of Managenment and
Budget, dated February 10, 1998, referred to as Crcular No. A 119 (see
attached), which establishes policies consistent with Section 12(d) of
P.L. 104-113, the "National Technol ogy Transfer and Advancenent Act of
1995" to direct agencies to use voluntary consensus standards in lieu
of governnent-uni que standards except where inconsistent with | aw or
otherwi se inpractical. The policies in the circular are intended to
reduce to a minimumthe reliance of agenci es on governnent-uni que

st andar ds.

Wiile | commrend EPA for being concerned, not only with the energy
consunption requirenments of exit signs, but also with their safety
performance, | think you will agree that it is nore appropriate for
NFPA to continue to address the safety aspects of exit signs, as they
have since 1896.
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